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  Federation of Victorian Film Societies                       

Annual General Meeting 

Minutes  

 
 Saturday 24

th
 March, 2018 commencing at 11:32am  

 Willis Room, Whitehorse Civic Centre, 379 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham. 3132. 

   

1. PRESENT 

Executive: John Arkins (Croydon FS), Ian Davidson (Whitehorse FS), Susan Davidson (Whitehorse FS), 
Jean Middleton (Croydon FS), Andrew Oldroyd (Prom Coast FS), John Turner (International 
FG), Gail Arkins (Little FS). 

Delegates: Brendan Fitzgerald (Ferntree Gully FS), Adrian Sumner (Goulburn Valley FC), John 
Shortridge (Whitehorse FS),  Keith Wade (Yarra Ranges FS), Sally-Anne Ahern (Yarra 
Ranges FS), Alex Kuebler (Barwon Head FS), Louise McDade-Cartey (Goulburn Valley FC),  
Richard Bell (Croydon FS), Ross Sellenger (Camberwell FS), Margaret Byrne (Phillip Island 
MC), Elizabeth Mulhern (Phillip Island MC), Elaine Price (Sun Country MC), Ian Pinge 
(Portarlington FS), Madge Pinge (Portarlington FS), Dorothy Davies (Ferntree Gully FS), 
David Purvis (Old Scotch FS), Leona Sterling (Goulburn Valley FC), Christine Bourchier (LV 
FS), Wayne Gilmour (LV FS), Gwen Adams (Old Scotch FS), Michael Slee (Williamstown 
FS), Bea Wicks-Kaandorp (Yarra Ranges FS). 

Observers: Brett Powell (Whitehorse FS), Hazel Austin (Whitehorse FS), Marguerite Bell (Croydon FS),   

Dorothy Page (Williamstown FS), Lorraine Sorrell (Yarra Ranges FS), 

Apologies: Gavin Roberts (Court FS), Anna Roberts (Court FS), Pat Reynolds (St. Andrews FS), Lyn 
Patullock (Tatura FS), Vaughan Patullock (Tatura FS), Maureen McKinnon (Moira FG), 
Janice Trenair (Port Fairy FS), Frank Flynn (Lounge Lizards FS), Anne Nichol (Vantastic 
Watchers FS), Gemma Tobschall (Portarlington FS), Jack Neill (Williamstown FS), Suzanne 
Nunn (Ballarat FS), Joan Goldsmith (Buninyong FF), Di Feldtmann (Dookie FG), Alison 
Bainbridge (Grampians FS), Sally Abbott-Smith (Murrindindi FS), Marilyn Martyn (Little 
FS), Gerard Callinan (Sale FS), Jackson Glenane (Sale FS),  Jenny Mathison (Winchelsea 
MC), Arapiles Motion Picture Society, Reels FS, Trentham FS, All SASI delegates. 

2. MINUTES of the 2017 AGM 

 

Moved R. Bell/ J. Turner: that the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25
th

 March 2017 

be accepted. Carried.  
                                                                                                                                          

3. MATTERS ARISING from the MINUTES – Nil 
 

4. CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Outward Correspondence: Nil 
      Inward Correspondence: Nil 
 

5.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
  

Last year, we looked forward to a new year without a number of members who had formed the SA 
Federation of Film Societies.  At the end of 2016, we had 87 members (4 of which then moved to the 
South Australian Federation) and at the end of 2017 we had 82 members. 
 
Currently we have 83 members with at least one in the pipeline. 
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This brings me to a number of issues that we covered last year and we are covering again this year, as 
issues that face all voluntary organisations. 
 
Some of you will say that I am still on my hobby horse of succession planning and of how film societies 
manage their operation, but it is pleasing to see that it has been a catalyst for at least one society to create 
their plan to help them cope with any sudden resignations. It also is a validation of the way in which our 
members interact today and we hope you will all continue to enjoy and benefit from the Information 
Days, be they related to the AGM or the Regional Information Day. 
 
Technology has provided easier methods of communication and also quicker ways of communicating 
with all (or maybe most) members. We use systems that maintain the data associated with the 
membership, allow us to know more details about our members and also enable us to understand what 
they do and want. However this now brings in the issues of privacy and data protection. 
 
We have all just been reminded, by the issues of the loss of data by Facebook, about what happens to data 
that is being held by large organisations and what they do with it.  The misuse of this data can have a 
detrimental effect on the value of the organisation. 
 
Also under the updated Privacy Act, due in April, organisations are responsible for the security of the 
data.  If there is any loss of data, say by being stolen, then the organisation is responsible for the data.  
Whilst this does not apply to film societies as they are too small, this still puts more responsibility on the 
Film Society to maintain control of the information of the members. 
 
In 2017 we held our first Regional Information Day and, although not attended by a large number of film 
societies, it was enough to suggest that we should continue this activity.  We plan to run two during the 
coming year.  However there is a lot of work associated with the activity and it is not encouraging if there 
are only a few attendees. 
 
FVFS does not function without a lot of help. 
 
I am supported by a great committee and I would like to thank them all for their hard work and 
dedication.  John Turner as VP has done a great job in being my sounding board when I needed 
information and also been the source of the history of the organisation.  John is almost at the end of a 
journey of at least 15 years to produce a History of Film Societies in Australia and to see him here is 
terrific. Ian & Susan together are an amazing team as the Treasurer and Secretary, the knowledge of the 
organisation and my controller of all the details. Jean has been a great contributor to the FVFS this year 
and has taken responsibility for the overall organisation of today. 
 
FVFS would not be seen by the film societies without the issues of ReelNews which comes out on time 
four times a year. Thank you to all member film societies who make contributions and also to the editor, 
Gail Arkins, who does an excellent job – and I am not biased.  Without the contributions of the members 
there would not be a newsletter that is of interest to all the members so keep the contributions coming in. 
 
Lastly, thank you to Andrew who has provided us with great ideas, and has been able to put our 
membership list onto maps, ensuring that we understand where our members reside. 
 
There are a lot of film societies/groups out there in a variety of guises. Some of them are members and a 
lot are not.  We hope to encourage more to join and benefit from the knowledge and skills of the 
committee and the membership. 
 
Thank you to the members of Whitehorse Film Society for their help today and their support of the FVFS.  
They are coming up to their 60th anniversary so it really shows that films are alive and well attended. 
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I look forward to, in 2018, having two Regional Information Days, welcoming more members to FVFS, 
visiting Film Societies that we have not been to and adding to our committee to protect our future. 
 
  Moved J. Arkins/A.Kuebler: that the President’s report be accepted. Carried 

Matters arising from President’s Report: - Nil 
 

6.   TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
The Treasurer, Ian Davidson spoke to his financial report which had been distributed prior to the meeting 
and is available on the FVFS website.  
 
        Moved I. Davidson/W. Gilmour: that the Treasurer’s report be accepted. Carried. 
 

Matters arising from Treasurer’s Report:- A delegate queried how FVFS happens to have such a large 
surplus. The Treasurer replied that a large portion of the surplus came from film festivals run by the 
FVFS in the past, together with a reduction in expenses and an increase in membership numbers. Our 
interest earnings account for at least half of the surplus each year. 

Adoption of Membership Fees for 2019:  

 Moved I. Davidson/A. Sumner: that the 2019 membership rates for Film Societies, Film Festivals 

and NPV Cinemas remain the same as for 2018. Carried. 

 

Adpotion of Due Date for payment of annual subscriptions: 

 Moved I. Davidson/J.Shortridge: that the due date for payment of annual subscriptions in future 

be 1
st
 January. Carried. 

 

 7.  ELECTION of EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Moved: A.Oldroyd/A.Kuebler: that up to five (5) Ordinary Members of the Committee are to hold 

office for the next year.  Carried.  

All positions were declared vacant. Nominations were received by the due date for the following 
positions and as they number less than the maximum they were therefore appointed:  
 
President:   John Arkins 
Vice President: John Turner 
Secretary:   Susan Davidson 
Treasurer:   Ian Davidson 
Committee: Gail Arkins, Jean Middleton, Andrew Oldroyd. 
  

8. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

John Turner spoke briefly about his book, “The History of Australian Film Societies” which he is 
currently finalizing. He hopes it will be printed before the ACOFS AGM in late April. One copy will be 
offered to each film society, and he encouraged those present to let past members know about it so they 
can purchase a copy through the film society to obtain film society rates. 

Adrian Sumner suggested $50,000 of the FVFS surplus should be transferred to a term deposit earning a 
higher rate of interest than the ING Optimiser. 

Ross Sellenger asked whether ReelNews should be distributed to members of Film Societies. The short 
answer is Yes. 

MEETING CLOSED at 12.05pm 

 


